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Training Sessions    

Session 1: Finding your Story 

We all love a good story- whether it’s the latest bestselling fiction book or a cheesy soap. And science is full of stories- stories of discovery, of persistence, of hope. Finding these stories can help take your public engagement to the next level, whatever medium you use to communicate. 
By the end of the session, participants will:
· think of their work as a story to be told, rather than a collection of facts
· know what makes a story engaging, and how to use this in their own public engagement
· consider the audience when structuring their story
· have developed their science story, and adapted it to a range of audiences

This half-day course will cover:
· The aims of Sci Comms
· Classical principles of story-telling
· Telling a great science story (using examples):
· Keeping an element of suspense or tension (not like an abstract up front!)
· Starting with a hook- why should your audience care? Spark their curiosity
· Making it personal, human
· Beginning, middle, end; flow & narrative
· Cutting away unnecessary detail
· Using simple language, avoiding jargon where possible, explaining where not. Never make your listener feel stupid!
· Using metaphors & analogies
· Taking your audience on a journey with you
· Finishing strong- don’t fade away. 
· Finding the story in your work (guided exercise)
· Understanding and adapting for different audiences (ages, level of background knowledge, interests etc)
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Session 2: Telling your Story/ giving presentations
Whether at a conference, a science festival or in the pub, all scientists need to be able to talk about their work in an engaging and understandable way.  This practical, hands-on session will help scientists develop their communication skills, so they are confident talking to diverse audiences in a range of environments.
By the end of the session, participants will:
· understand what makes someone an engaging speaker
· be confident judging whether props, slides etc are appropriate, and using them thoughtfully
· have developed a range of ways to include their audience in a presentation, to make it a two-way interaction
· be able to handle some common “difficult” situations and audience interactions
· take away a short (2 min) presentation they have developed and practiced during the session
This half-day course will cover:
· Oral storytelling (presenting)
· Don’t read- use bullet point notes if needed
· Eye contact
· Movement with a purpose
· Pace, pitch, prosody, volume
· Show your passion, what gets you excited
· Using slides, props etc
· Interacting with your audience- 
· Q & A
· demos
· group feedback
· interactive quizzes
· reading a room
· Dealing with difficult situations (uninterested or boisterous audiences, challenging questions, technical difficulties, demos not working etc)


image1.png




